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Items 4.2 and 4.3 

 
Long Term Strategy and Action Plan 

 

At the 41st CIML Meeting in Cape Town, the following resolution was adopted: 

“The Committee approved the Strategy paper and instructed its President to finalize it, taking account 
of comments received. The Bureau would develop an Action Plan based on it with a view to having it 
approved at the 42nd CIML Meeting.” 

The Strategic Plan (publication B 15) was finalized in March 2007, taking into account comments 
expressed in Cape Town and also comments received after the CIML Meeting, and was published on 
the OIML web site (copy attached). 

Meanwhile, the Draft Action Plan was discussed by e-mail among Presidential Council Members and 
finalized after the March meeting of the Council. This draft (attached), in which minor updates were 
introduced by the Bureau in July 2007, is being submitted to CIML Members for comments and 
discussion at the 42nd CIML Meeting in Shanghai, October 2007. 

More detailed actions related to action 1.b of this draft have been discussed and adopted jointly by the 
CIML President and the President/Chair of the two main liaison institutions, in the following 
documents: 

- joint action plan drawn up with the Metre Convention, 

- joint work programme decided with ILAC. 

These two documents are also attached and are hereby submitted to CIML Members for comments 
with a view to updating them in March 2008. 

The same procedure that was used last year is proposed: 

- these action plans will be discussed at the CIML Meeting and the Bureau will record any 
comments expressed, 

- CIML Members are invited to send any further comments to the Bureau by e-mail no later than 
31 December 2007, 

- the CIML should instruct its President to finalize and approve, on its behalf, the OIML Action 
Plan, the revised joint OIML/BIPM action plan and the revised joint OIML/ILAC work 
programme, taking into account any comments made or sent in by CIML Members. 

 

 
J-F. Magana 
BIML Director 
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International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) – Draft Action Plan 
 

OBJECTIVE 1: Build an international legal metrology system 

 STRATEGIES  ACTIONS  TIMELINE 

1.1 Liaise with other international metrology organizations to 
ensure that the metrology infrastructure (traceability and 
accreditation) is appropriate to underpin legal metrology. 

 
1.2 Increase the involvement of Member States and 

Corresponding Members. 
 

1.3 Develop publications which present the various 
organizational options for legal metrological control. 
These should include procedures, structures, 
requirements for the competence and impartiality of 
bodies in charge of these controls, as well as suggesting 
the general supervision and coordination that the State 
should undertake. 

 
1.4 Develop OIML activities in cooperation with other 

International accreditation and metrology organizations 
such as ILAC and the Metre Convention. 

 
 1.5 Strengthen the OIML’s identity while maintaining 

complementary relationships with international 
standardization organizations.  

 
1.6 Offer technical support to international organizations 

which address specific fields (health, trade etc.), to 
international technical associations and organizations 
(such as the World Health Organization (WHO), 
manufacturers' organizations, etc.). 

1.a Review and develop guidance documents on 
the organization and structure of legal 
metrology 

 
1.b Review and/or develop MoUs with the Metre 

Convention, ILAC and the IAF, draw up joint 
Action Plans 

 
1.c Re-examine and update the MoUs with ISO 

and the IEC 
 
1.d Strengthen links with international technical 

organizations, e.g. WHO, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)/ 
CODEX Alimentarius, International 
Organization of Vine and Wine (OIV) 

 
1.e Finalize the draft MoU with United Nations 

Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
 
1.f Establish and develop links with 

representatives of manufacturers and users of 
instruments at international and regional levels 

Ongoing 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
(see item 6.1) 

 
 

To be signed in 
2008 

 
Ongoing 

 
 
 
 
 

To be signed in 
2007 

 
Ongoing 

(see also 3.c 
below) 
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OBJECTIVE 2: Support all stakeholders of legal metrology (instrument manufacturers and users,  
consumers, national regulators, national enforcement authorities, etc.) 

 STRATEGIES  ACTIONS  TIMELINE 

2.1 Develop the Mutual Acceptance Arrangement (MAA) to 
embrace the major categories of measuring instruments. 

 
2.2 Study and compare the approaches used by different 

countries to ensure instrument conformance in the field. 
 

2.3 Provide tools to assist regulators, enforcement authorities 
and stakeholders in metrological aspects for regulated 
fields such as the environment, health, food safety, etc. 
•  OIML Recommendations provide regulators with a set 

of metrology classes and performance requirements 
that should answer their needs in terms of 
measurements, 

•  OIML Certification and Recognition systems allow 
enforcement authorities to apply recognized 
conformity assessments on which they can rely to 
save their own resources 

•  In OIML Publications (Recommendations, 
Documents, Vocabularies, Guides, Basic publications 
and Expert Reports, as well as in the OIML Bulletin), 
industry can find descriptions of the state of the art for 
measurements, most of which are agreed on at 
international level. 

2.a Develop tools to assist regulators, national 
enforcement authorities, consumers, etc. 

 
2.b Develop a guide on the procedures that may 

apply to legal metrology control throughout the 
lifecycle of the instruments 

 
2.c Enquiry on the non-conformities found in 

Member States 
 
2.d Survey on existing conformity surveillance 

systems in Member States 
 
2.e Develop internet-based alert network 
 

Ongoing 
 
 

TC 3 started  
work, to be 
extended 

 
Sent out end 
January 2007 

 
To be started end 

2007 
 

To be considered 
in 2008 
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OBJECTIVE 3: Facilitate domestic and international trade in measuring instruments,  
good and commodities, etc. 

 STRATEGIES  ACTIONS  TIMELINE 

3.1 Engage in ongoing dialogue with the WTO and other 
international organizations representing trading 
partners. 

 
3.2 Study the needs of stakeholders of international trade 

and the priorities for OIML technical work. 
 
3.3 Develop a conformity to type program to ensure 

production instruments conform to the approved 
requirements. 

3.a Strengthen links with International Trade Centre 
(ITC) 

 
3.b Contact other international trading 

organizations 
 
3.c Establish and develop links with 

representatives of manufacturers and users of 
instruments at international and regional levels 

2007 
 
 

Start 2007, 
ongoing 

 
Ongoing 

 

OBJECTIVE 4:  Facilitate greater exchange of knowledge and competencies between OIML Members 

 STRATEGIES  ACTIONS  TIMELINE 

4.1 Provide a forum for Regional Legal Metrology 
Organizations to liaise with the OIML and with each 
other to develop common strategies (particularly to 
assist developing economies), share resources, etc. 

 
4.2 Improve networking between Member States and 

Corresponding Members. 
 

4.3 Facilitate the use of interactive internet tools by Member 
States and Corresponding Members. 

4.a Develop internet tools and train RLMO contact 
persons to use them 

 
4.b Provide technical assistance so Members and 

Corresponding Members can use tools 
effectively  

2008 
 
 

2008 
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OBJECTIVE 5:  Facilitate the participation of developing countries and reflect their needs in OIML work 

 STRATEGIES  ACTIONS  TIMELINE 

5.1 Provide technical support to developing countries in 
their efforts to build and maintain legal metrology 
systems. 

 
5.1 Raise awareness of governments and development 

organizations of the importance of metrology and legal 
metrology for economic and social development. 

 5.3 Provide developing countries and development 
organizations with appropriate guidance on the 
development of legal metrology. 

 5.4 Facilitate developing countries' access to technical 
assistance and development programs for legal 
metrology. 

 

5.a  Cooperate with the appropriate international 
organizations such as the WTO, UNIDO, and 
other international development organizations 
to promote metrology as an essential 
component of infrastructure development 

5.b Collect information on the importance of 
metrology and commission studies where 
appropriate 

 
5.c Draw up awareness documents, which may be 

used by Members at national level 

Ongoing 
contacts with 

World Bank to be 
revived in 2007 

 
 

Ongoing 
studies to be 

planned in 2008 
 

Ongoing, started 
jointly with BIPM 
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OBJECTIVE 6: Improve the overall efficiency of OIML technical work 

 STRATEGIES  ACTIONS  TIMELINE 

6.1 Provide OIML TC/SC Secretariats with internet-based 
tools which facilitate the consultation of Participating 
Members on drafts and the synthesis of comments and 
votes received. 

 
 Such internet-based tools should also allow easier 

access to technical work for all concerned parties and 
therefore facilitate the consultation of national 
stakeholders by TC/SC Members and the participation 
of liaison organizations. 

 
6.2 Provide OIML Secretariats with training to improve the 

consistency of the various work items, and to facilitate 
and improve the way in which compromise is developed 
between comments supplied by various participants 
and the way in which these comments are included in 
successive drafts. 

 
6.3 Simplify technical work procedures to save time and 

resources for Secretariats and Participating Members, 
and to accelerate the development of OIML 
publications. 

 

6.a Revise Directives for Technical Work 
 
 
 
6.b Organize training for Secretariats of TCs/SCs 
 
6.c Revise the Guide for CIML Members 
 
 
6.d Make Seminars available for national experts 

participating in OIML technical work 

Started, revision to 
be approved in 

2008 
 

Planned in 2008 
 

Updated, under 
revision 

 
2008 

 

 



  20 February 2007 

 

 1 / 2 

Metre Convention - OIML 
 

Joint Action Plan 

 

The Presidiums and the Bureaux of the Metre Convention and of the OIML met on March 7, 2007, at 
the BIPM. The joint Action Plan of the two Organizations, adopted in 2006 in order to present to the 
public and to stakeholders a consistent image of international metrology, was examined. 

An updated status report on the actions contained in the plan is provided as follows and is submitted 
for the consideration of the competent bodies of the two Organizations. 

 

Action Description Status / 
Comments 

1 Production of common informative and awareness documents 

1.1 Joint production of a single, 4 pages leaflet on "international metrology" which 
would set out a general description of metrology, the roles of the two 
organizations, and how they collaborate.  

This leaflet is intended for a general, non-specialist audience (politicians, general 
interest readers etc.) and would illustrate some of the technical and economic 
benefits of metrology. 

Completed 

1.2 Joint production of a number of general one-page leaflets which describe the 
issues based on themes such as metrology for health, metrology for domestic or 
for international trade, metrology for road safety, metrology for the environment, 
etc.  

These leaflets would address technical domains where metrology plays an 
important role, and would be used for raising awareness in Ministries or other 
international organisations. 

Drafts being 
worked out 

1.3 Developing a common web site. This would be a common portal, contain copies 
of the leaflets identified above, any general talks/papers etc. produced by the 
organisations and would have direct links to the BIPM and the OIML websites. 

Almost completed

1.4 Gather papers or examples of economic benefits from metrology for use by 
Member States and posting them on the relevant web sites; 

 

1.5 

 

 

1.6  

Exchange general PowerPoint presentations used to show the work of the OIML, 
BIPM, etc., and plan a common presentation with an introduction which deals 
with world metrology and two optional parts: one focuses more on the Metre 
Convention, the other on the OIML. 

Greater awareness of the work of each organisation by the staff of the other 

On-going 

 

 

 Half-day 
workshop held 

2 Common representation of the International Metrology 

2.1 Represent the interests of the other organisation where possible in international, 
regional or national meetings, seminars and workshops. Examples are the World 
Trade Organization /Technical Barriers to Trade meetings, workshops on 
conformity assessment and the launch of the inter-African metrology system; 

Done on a 
number of 

occasions at the 
regional level. 
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Action Description Status / 
Comments 

2.2 Exchange the contact lists used by the two organisations for distribution of their 
newsletters : kcdb (Key Comparisons Database) newsletter and the CIPM 
electronic newsletter, OIML appropriate mailing lists; 

       On-going 

2.3 Lists of organisations/individuals to whom general information such as the 
Tripartite Statement is sent and identification of any follow-up actions. 

On-going 

2.4 Determine if representatives of the organisations could be promoters/lobbyists on 
behalf of the two organisations.  

The problem which the BIPM and BIML has is that to make an impact and lobby 
effectively there has to be regular interactions between the two Bureaux , rather 
than ad-hoc arrangements which is presently the case.  

Supporting 
documentation to 
be first elaborated

3 Common organization of special events 

3.1 Consideration of a World Conference on metrology organised by the BIPM and 
BIML, at a date to be decided. This could be a multi-day affair with a daily focus 
on metrology for "X" and would be an occasion to invite guest speakers from, 
for example, the World Trade Organization, World Meteorological Organization, 
World Health Organization, UNIDO, World Bank, etc. 

Regional events are an opportunity to meet "decision makers" and here 
collaboration with UNIDO and others who have this sort of access should be 
seeked. 

To be considered 
for 2008 

 

 

See Tripartite 
MoU with 
UNIDO 

4 Traceability issues 

4.1 OIML will consider how to address the traceability to SI in general OIML 
documents and guides and in the OIML MAA, in particular making use of the 
CIPM MRA. The ILAC policy document on traceability should also be taken 
into account. 

On-going OIML 
Work project on 
uncertainties in 

Legal Metrology 
within the 

framework of the 
GUM 

4.2 OIML will identify Recommendations where there may be traceability problems 
and will establish liaisons with the CIPM's Consultative Committees and other 
CIPM appropriate Working Groups to address them.  

This should also facilitate cooperation at a national level between legal and 
scientific metrology. 

To be continued 

 

 

OIML to attend 
the meeting of 

RMOs and RABs 
as an oberrver 
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Joint ILAC/OIML Working Program 
2007-2008 

 
Considering the signature of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in November 2006 between 
ILAC and the OIML, the ILAC Chair and the CIML President approved the Joint Working Program in 
March 2007. 
 
Régine Gaucher (BIML) and Peter van den Leemput (ILAC) are responsible for the implementation of 
this Program, which focuses on the following issues: 
 

- The development of a list of ILAC and OIML experts and assessors to be involved in 
assessments in the field of legal metrology; 

- The development of a joint ILAC/OIML training program; 
- The development of a joint ILAC/OIML assessment procedure. 

 
Action Comments Leader Means Deadline 

List of Technical 
and Metrological 
Experts 

- Extension to countries 
which do not participate 
in Declarations of Mutual 
Confidence (DoMC) 

- Extension to fields which 
are not yet covered by a 
DoMC (proposal to be 
submitted for approval to 
CIML at its 42nd CIML 
Meeting in October 2007) 

BIML BIML Circular to 
CIML Members April 2007 

Lead assessors 
qualified by 
Accreditation 
Bodies, ILAC full 
Members 

- Participation of these 
assessors in OIML peer 
assessments ILAC 

ILAC Circular to 
Accreditation Bodies 

to request 
candidacies 

April 2007 
 

Technical and 
Metrological 
Experts qualified 
by the OIML 

-  Participation in the 
accreditation assessment 
where legal metrology is 
included in the scope of 
the accreditation – First 
step: limitation to 
accreditations in fields 
covered by a DoMC  

 BIML 
ILAC 

BIML Circular to 
CIML Members 
ILAC Circular to 

Accreditation Bodies 

April 2007 
April 2007 

- Program to be developed BIML Program December 
2007 

Training for lead 
assessors from 
Accreditation 
Bodies, ILAC full 
Members 

- First training to be 
organized BIML/ILAC Training January 

2008 
- Program to be developed ILAC Program December 

2007 
Training for 
Technical and 
Metrological 
Experts from the 
OIML 

- First training to be 
organized 

 
 

BIML/ILAC Training January 
2008 



 
Joint ILAC/OIML Work Program 
2007-2008 
27 March 2007 
Page 2/2 

Action Comments Leader Means Deadline 
Joint ILAC/OIML 
Assessment  
Procedure 

 
BIML 

Draft to be submitted 
for comments to 

ILAC 

September 
2007 

Survey among 
CIML Members 
and Corresponding 
Members 

To collect information 
concerning: 
- countries which request 

accreditation of national 
type approval bodies, 
bodies responsible for 
initial and periodic 
verifications; 

-  the requirements defined 
for the traceability of 
measurements in the field 
of legal metrology. 

BIML 

Questionnaire 
together with an 

explanatory note on 
the purpose of the 

survey to be sent to 
CIML Members and 

Corresponding 
Members 

January 
2008 

Workshop/round 
table  

To be planned on the 
occasion of the 43rd CIML 
Meeting in 2008 

BIML/ILAC Program End of 
2007 
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Foreword 

The International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) is a worldwide, intergovernmental
organization whose primary aim is to harmonize the regulations and metrological controls applied by
the national metrological services, or related organizations, of its Member States. The main categories
of OIML publications are: 

� International Recommendations (OIML R), which are model regulations that establish the
metrological characteristics required of certain measuring instruments and which specify methods
and equipment for checking their conformity. OIML Member States shall implement these
Recommendations to the greatest possible extent; 

� International Documents (OIML D), which are informative in nature and which are intended to
harmonize and improve work in the field of legal metrology; 

� International Guides (OIML G), which are also informative in nature and which are intended to
give guidelines for the application of certain requirements to legal metrology; and 

� International Basic Publications (OIML B), which define the operating rules of the various
OIML structures and systems. 

OIML Draft Recommendations, Documents and Guides are developed by Technical Committees or
Subcommittees which comprise representatives from the Member States. Certain international and
regional institutions also participate on a consultation basis. Cooperative agreements have been
established between the OIML and certain institutions, such as ISO and the IEC, with the objective of
avoiding contradictory requirements. Consequently, manufacturers and users of measuring instruments,
test laboratories, etc. may simultaneously apply OIML publications and those of other institutions. 

International Recommendations, Documents, Guides and Basic Publications are published in English
(E) and translated into French (F) and are subject to periodic revision.  

Additionally, the OIML publishes or participates in the publication of Vocabularies (OIML V) and
periodically commissions legal metrology experts to write Expert Reports (OIML E). Expert Reports
are intended to provide information and advice, and are written solely from the viewpoint of their
author, without the involvement of a Technical Committee or Subcommittee, nor that of the CIML.
Thus, they do not necessarily represent the views of the OIML. 

This publication - reference OIML B 15, edition 2006 (E) - was approved by the International Committee
of Legal Metrology at its 41st Meeting in Cape Town, October 2006.

OIML Publications may be downloaded from the OIML web site in the form of PDF files. Additional
information on OIML Publications may be obtained from the Organization’s headquarters: 

Bureau International de Métrologie Légale 
11, rue Turgot - 75009 Paris - France 

Telephone: 33 (0)1 48 78 12 82 
Fax:  33 (0)1 42 82 17 27 
E-mail:  biml@oiml.org 
Internet:  www.oiml.org 
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The International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) is an intergovernmental treaty organization.
It was established in 1955 to promote global harmonization of legal metrology procedures.

The OIML Mission Statement:

The mission of the OIML is to enable economies to put in place effective legal
metrology infrastructures that are mutually compatible and internationally
recognized, through harmonization and the establishment of mutual
confidence.

� These actions will harmonize the level of consumer protection worldwide and facilitate trade.
� The mission is achieved through input from OIML Members, industry and consumers and by liaison

with other international bodies.

A OVERVIEW

Legal metrology comprises all activities for which legal requirements are
prescribed for measurements, units of measurement, measuring instruments
and methods of measurement, these activities being performed by or on behalf of
governmental authorities, in order to ensure an appropriate level of credibility of
measurement results in the national regulatory environment. (OIML D 1
Elements for a Law on Metrology)

Benefits of Legal Metrology

� Legal metrology benefits society as a whole, and the economy more specifically, by providing credible
measurements for trade, health, safety, protection of the environment and law enforcement and by
providing evidence of this credibility.

� Legal metrology reduces disputes, duplication of measurements and protects trading partners who
have neither the skills nor the facilities to perform their own measurements. It contributes to fair
trade and, more generally, facilitates both national and international trade. This is a key factor in
economic development.

� Legal metrology allows practitioners to rely on their medical instruments and laboratory analyses,
making diagnosis more reliable. It also contributes to the accuracy of measurements used in
pharmaceutical and medical treatments (surgery, radiotherapy, etc.).

� Human safety demands reliable measurements. Legal metrology provides measurements that
contribute to this reliability (pressure, maximum loads of equipment, etc.).

International Organization of Legal Metrology

Strategic Plan
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� Legal metrology provides reliable measurement data for environmental protection policies as well as
efficient enforcement of those policies.

� Legal metrology leads to equitable law enforcement (evidential measurements for road safety and
other laws and regulations). It provides credibility to the decisions of law enforcement officers and
the courts, and protects individuals.

B COMMITMENT OF MEMBER STATES AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS

The signatories of the OIML Convention are governments. Signing the Convention should commit all
national authorities to the work of the OIML. Due to the large number of national bodies responsible
for the various fields of regulated metrology, the Members of the Committee International de Métrologie
Légale (CIML) must encourage all national authorities interested in and affected by the work of the
OIML to contribute to OIML activities; this implies that there must be a strong commitment on the part
of Member States and Corresponding Members. This commitment includes:

� sharing information about national regulations and day-to-day experiences concerning legal
metrology issues,

� considering that other countries have similar goals, and an appropriate level of competence and
impartiality, despite differences in their history, culture and organization,

� recognizing other Members’ evaluations, tests, verifications, and measurements resulting from the
application of their legal metrology regulations, and a willingness to adapt their national legislation
to recognize them, and

� allocating sufficient resources to ensure efficient progress on OIML work.

C OIML OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

The OIML strives to develop mutual information, cooperation and confidence among its Members, as
well as mutual recognitions so that Member States and Corresponding Members can benefit from the
legal metrology work carried out by other Members. Several objectives and strategies are critical to the
organization’s ability to accomplish this task, as detailed below.

Objective 1: Build an international legal metrology system

The OIML works in close cooperation with the Metre Convention. The work of these two Organizations
provides the key components of the global metrology system. The goal of this cooperation is for
international metrology to present a unified, consistent approach to all stakeholders. In addition, tight
links are established with the international accreditation community (i.e. the International Laboratory
Accreditation Cooperation, ILAC, and the International Accreditation Forum, IAF) in order to secure
traceability in OIML work and to foster confidence in testing and certification.

Strategy 1.1 Liaise with other international metrology organizations to ensure that the metrology
infrastructure (traceability and accreditation) is appropriate to underpin legal
metrology.
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Strategy 1.2 Increase the involvement of Member States and Corresponding Members.

Strategy 1.3 Develop publications which present the various organizational options for legal
metrological control. These should include procedures, structures, requirements for the
competence and impartiality of bodies in charge of these controls, as well as suggesting
the general supervision and coordination that the State should undertake.

Strategy 1.4 Develop OIML activities in cooperation with other international accreditation and
metrology organizations such as ILAC and the Metre Convention.

Strategy 1.5 Strengthen the OIML’s identity while maintaining complementary relationships with
international standardization organizations.

Strategy 1.6 Offer technical support to international organizations which address specific fields
(health, trade, etc.), to international technical associations and organizations (such as
the World Health Organization (WHO), to manufacturers’ organizations, etc.).

Objective 2: Support all stakeholders of legal metrology, (instrument manufacturers and users,
consumers, national regulators, national enforcement authorities, etc.)

National regulators:

The OIML is a source of expertise for national regulators. The Organization has studied the technical
aspects related to metrological issues and has achieved stakeholder consensus at the international level.
This applies to metrological issues for trade, health, safety and the environment.

National enforcement authorities:

Enforcing a regulation requires the conformity of regulated products as well as the measurements used
in the enforcement process. This conformity assessment involves metrological resources and facilities
that are not always available in all countries. They may also be too costly to establish independently in
each country. As a result, the sharing of facilities and resources is necessary.

In 1991, the OIML set up an international Certificate System for use in the type evaluation of measuring
instruments. This System will be followed by other international certification programs for individual
instruments and measurement results (e.g. net quantity of prepackaged goods, bulk measurement of
commodities). These programs should be considered during the implementation of national regulations,
thereby reducing costs and saving resources, and ensuring compliance with the World Trade
Organization’s (WTO) requirements for metrological aspects.

OIML programs will be periodically reviewed to ensure that:

� they continue to facilitate international cooperation and sharing of resources, and
� program modifications based on the emergence of new technologies are completed within three

years from the time they emerge. To achieve this goal, the OIML will set up a system of technological
surveys.

Ensuring the conformity of measuring instruments once they are in service is an essential issue for legal
metrology. The OIML will address this issue by studying and comparing the approaches used by
different countries and increasing its guidance on this matter. Although this issue does not concern trade
in measuring instruments, it is important with respect to the exchange of information on good practices.
Conformity assessment will also be necessary when establishing systems for the recognition of
measurement results (see above).
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Users in areas not regulated in a particular country:

Individuals using measurements often do not have advanced competencies and skills in metrology.
Frequently, they are not in a position to evaluate the reliability of measuring equipment or the credibility
of the measurements performed.

The OIML provides technical requirements of an advisory nature to users when they select a measuring
instrument, when they use it, or when they have it calibrated, verified or maintained by a service
company - whether or not the instrument falls under national regulation.

Strategy 2.1 Develop the Mutual Acceptance Arrangement (MAA) to embrace the major categories
of measuring instruments.

Strategy 2.2 Study and compare the approaches used by different countries to ensure instrument
conformance in the field.

Strategy 2.3 Provide tools to assist regulators, enforcement authorities and stakeholders in
metrological aspects for regulated fields such as the environment, health, food safety,
etc.

� OIML Recommendations provide regulators with a set of metrology classes and performance
requirements that should answer their needs in terms of measurements,

� OIML Certification and Recognition systems allow enforcement authorities to apply recognized
conformity assessments on which they can rely to save their own resources, and

� In OIML Publications (Recommendations, Documents, Vocabularies, Guides, Basic publications and
Expert Reports, as well as in the OIML Bulletin), industry can find descriptions of the state of the art
for measurements, most of which are agreed on at international level.

Objective 3: Facilitate domestic and international trade in measuring instruments, 
goods and commodities, etc.

Addressing the needs of national and international trade (i.e. trade in measuring instruments, goods and
commodities, and prepackaged goods) is an important component of the OIML’s operational priorities.

Seamless national and international trade requires infrastructures (banks, transport,
telecommunications, or education) to work correctly and efficiently. A certain level of confidence is also
necessary and this requires a specific infrastructure: metrology, accreditation, and certification. When
there is only limited confidence in measurement results, measurements are duplicated, delays are
increased, there are more disputes and trade efficiency decreases.

In its Recommendations, the OIML establishes normative and/or harmonized technical requirements,
and provides recognized Certification systems. These Recommendations:

� facilitate the international trade of measuring instruments, and
� promote confidence in the measurements performed for national and international trade.

Through these Recommendations, the OIML facilitates trade and eliminates costs arising from disputes
and the duplication of measurements.

Strategy 3.1 Engage in ongoing dialogue with the WTO and other international organizations
representing trading partners.
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Strategy 3.2 Study the needs of stakeholders of international trade and the priorities for OIML
technical work.

Strategy 3.3 Develop a conformity to type program to ensure production instruments conform to the
approved requirements.

Objective 4: Facilitate greater exchange of knowledge and competencies 
between OIML Members

The OIML is an important, shared resource for national regulatory services and for metrological
institutes to exchange information about legal and day-to-day metrology issues. OIML Members have
access to technical information concerning new measurement technologies, their performance and
reliability, test and evaluation methods for measuring equipment, etc. Many are also in regular contact
with their colleagues from other Member States. Through this contact, colleagues benefit from each
other’s experiences, ask questions, exchange experts, develop and perform cooperative studies, envisage
common facilities, etc.

Strategy 4.1 Provide a forum for Regional Legal Metrology Organizations to liaise with the OIML
and with each other to develop common strategies (particularly to assist developing
economies), share resources, etc.

Strategy 4.2 Improve networking between Member States and Corresponding Members.

Strategy 4.3 Facilitate the use of interactive internet tools by Member States and Corresponding
Members.

Objective 5: Facilitate the participation of developing countries and reflect their needs 
in OIML work

Developing countries constitute a significant number of OIML Member States and almost all OIML
Corresponding Members. However, the OIML’s role does not include funding or operating technical
assistance programs. These matters are the responsibility of national or other international
organizations. To promote legal metrology systems in developing countries, the OIML will take the
following steps:

Strategy 5.1 Provide technical support to developing countries in their efforts to build and maintain
legal metrology systems.

Strategy 5.2 Raise awareness of governments and development organizations of the importance of
metrology and legal metrology for economic and social development.

Strategy 5.3 Provide developing countries and development organizations with appropriate
guidance on the development of legal metrology.

Strategy 5.4 Facilitate developing countries’ access to technical assistance and development
programs for legal metrology.
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Objective 6: Improve the overall efficiency of OIML technical work

As in all international standardization organizations, the development of international technical
publications in the OIML is a process which requires a consensus among concerned parties worldwide.
This process requires substantial resources from secretariats and from participants. To improve the
efficiency of this technical work, better mechanisms are needed to create a process that achieves
consensus faster and shortens the time required to complete the work. 

Strategy 6.1 Provide OIML TC/SC Secretariats with internet-based tools which facilitate the
consultation of Participating Members on drafts and the synthesis of comments and
votes received.

Such internet-based tools should also allow easier access to technical work for all
concerned parties and therefore facilitate the consultation of national stakeholders by
TC/SC Members and the participation of liaison organizations.

Strategy 6.2 Provide OIML Secretariats with training to improve the consistency of the various work
items, and to facilitate and improve the way in which compromise is developed between
comments supplied by various participants and the way in which these comments are
included in successive drafts.

Strategy 6.3 Simplify technical work procedures to save time and resources for Secretariats and
Participating Members, and to accelerate the development of OIML publications.


